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O n Leyte there is a thick-walled church where the 
people came for protection when the battle passed 
through their village. After the Americans drove out 
the Japanese, the soldiers dug foxholes in the town 
square in front of the church. When Americans were 
killed: they were buried alongside the church. 

While the fighting went on* an Army evacuation 
hospital w as set up in the church. Cots for the wound¬ 
ed were lined in rows as far as the altar rail. In the 
baptistry the surgeons put up their operating tables* 
The grounded groaned a little, but mostly they lay 
quiet and stared at the church*s pale blue ceiling. 



The first Saturday after the battle a black-robed 
Filipino priest came to the Americans and asked to 
be allowed to ring the church bells. The Japanese had 
forbidden their ringing for three years. At the sound 
of the bells the people came to the church to mourn 
and pray and to help in the hospital. 

The dusty lines of trucks outside the church often 
reminded the Americans and Filipinos that the bat¬ 
tle was going ahead in other places. Last w r cck they 
heard of a great new r push even beyond Leyte. Gener¬ 
al MacArthuFs men had landed on Mindoro in an¬ 
other step of the long and bitter fight to reach Manila* 



Army Nurse Florence Yehmeipr stands outside her liOSipital- 
church which was built by Spaniards in the 18th Century* 
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Two generals stop on their inspection lour to watch a nurse dres-s a wounded man's arm, At the left Is 
Major C’icikoral Richard J. Marshall* who was deputy chief of .staff on RuLjl&ii and is now deputy chief 
of stuff of General MacArlhur"s GHQ in the Philippines. AL the right in Major General C, P. Stivers, 


In the quiet interior of the church au Army doctor and a nurse drain bottles of glucose 
and blood plasma into the veins of ji wounded soldier. The nurse is Captain Catherine 
Acorn* one of the few Americans who escaped from the siege etf Redman and Corregulor. 


A young Filipino girl mbs the back of a soldier who has been badly burned on the head A glUVB SOldlBf sits quietly on his cot next to ornate church confessional while the doctors and tiur&a 

and shoulders and arms. When a priest first rang the church bells, hundreds of Filipinos care for men who have been more seriously hurt. The stucco wall belli ltd him has begun to eruiuble 

came out of hiding places around the village and almost shyly asked U> help in hospital. in the tropical damp. In other parts of I lie church l>ig religious paintings are hung to hide I he crack*. 
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In the hospital operating room three sweating rhetors work silently in the gloom to remove n 
four-ounce piece of Japanese steel from the buck of a wounded man. Their portable tables and 
ha 11 pry-operated lights have been set up in the baptistry, a small, dark room which adjoins I In? 


church^ lofty nave- At the left of the table is the chioF surgeon, Faring him the assistant sur* 
geon. In the background an anesthetist watches. The wounded man, like many of the patients 
in the hospital, was hit by Japanese bomb fragments in an air raid on the Leyte supply beach, 


CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE 
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Walking across the floor of the church, Nurse Florence Veil- 
rneier looks down to see if one of her patients is comfortable. 
The wounded man, who i> suffering quielly on his back, has 


been shot in the stomach. Taped across his upper lip is a rub¬ 
ber lube which drains his stomach ihrou^h his nose. By means 
of tin- siphon arrangement at tF t- left, (he lulu- is drained into 


» bucket on the floor. Over the wounded man's face is a damp 
cloth to cool his fever. Other cloths have been set out neat¬ 
ly on the holy-water font which stands at the head of I he cot. 
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Chaplain's Assistant Le w Ayres tapes the wounds of a Japa¬ 
nese prisoner in a hospital tent outside the church. Ayres is 
remembered iiyw i+k the actor* onee Ginger Ungers 5 husband. 


who played Dr. Kildare in the movies and became the most 
famous ronscielit ions objector, Sinrc February 1944 he has 
been serving quietly in Pacific field hospitals* has acquired n 


mustache and gray hair. Without having any special job, lie 
is serious and helpful and friendly with everyone he meets. 
Everybody* including (he Filipino children, calls him “Lew/" 
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